
 
 

YUMA DECLARATION 
Oct 12th, 2018 

 
II National Meeting of the Movement in Defense of the Territory and against dams - Ríos Vivos 
Colombia Movement  
 
In Barrancabermeja, Santander, in front of our great Magdalena River, our Yuma, we indigenous 
communities, peasants, fisherfolk, Afro-Colombians, artisanal miners and sand workers, craftswomen 
and craftsmen, arrive full of joy, songs, slogans, local foods and flags from our different regions, for the 
II National Meeting of the Movement in Defense of the Territories and Affected by Dams - Ríos Vivos 
Colombia Movement. From the 8th to the12th of October, 2018, more than 400 people got together, 
including children, youth, women and men delegates from the Cauca Valley, Antioquia, Huila, Cauca, 
Quindio, Caldas, Santander, Bajo Sinu, Choco and South of Bolivar regional processes,  as well as 
national delegates from other social and environmental processes. We celebrate the presence and 
solidarity of 30 international delegates from 14 Latin American countries that are part of the Movement 
of those affected by dams in Latin America - MAR. We welcome the permanent solidarity of Swefor 
and PAS / PWS and the hospitality of the Workers' Union-USO, to whom we thank for their 
unconditional support towards the good development of our Meeting. 
 
With fraternal and unitary spirit, we discussed with our partner organizations our energy transition 
proposal, which seeks to face the national and planetary socio-environmental crisis, as well as our 
environmental historical memory exercises, which allows us to remember the deep pain suffered by the 
communities affected by hydroelectric projects, but also the wealth of their struggles and their strength 
in staying in their territory. 
 
Through debates, fairs, workshops, exchanges, music, songs and art we were able to advance in our 
reflections and reach the following conclusions: 
 
- The encroachment of the extractivist model, as a return to a primary economy based on the intensive 
extraction of common goods and linked to transnational financial speculation, is leading to the 
commodification and privatization of these goods, to political and social control by transnational 
corporations, to the criminalization of our social leaders, and to the militarization of community life. 
- We reaffirm  with strength that dams and cascade Small Hydro Power projects – SHP, do not generate 
clean energy, on the contrary they are causing irreparable environmental and territorial damages. 
During the last five decades dams have caused the dispossession and displacement of thousands of 
people who are still not compensated and repaired. The diversion and damming of waters for energy 
generation imposes changes in land uses and productive vocations, the loss of food sovereignty and 
autonomy, and violates human rights. In most cases, they are carried out without environmental 
diagnosis for alternatives and without proper social diagnosis; they do not guarantee real public 
participation, causing irreversible environmental impacts, re-victimizing the population victim of the 
armed conflict, and systematically violating the human rights of the affected communities. The SHP 
projects in Caldas, Quindio and Choco are being imposed in an irregular manner, without citizen 
participation and without considering the impacts caused. 



- We reject the recognition of dams as Clean Development Mechanisms-CDM, which not only produce 
the aforementioned damages, but also emit greenhouse gases and destroy important ecosystems and 
biomes that guarantee life cycles. 
 
- We affirm that actual the energy system is centralized, wasteful, unfair and inefficient, encouraging 
consumption over savings, and prioritizing new mega projects, water bypasses and small cascading 
hydroelectric power plants, commercializing the waters and privatizing the territories. 
 
- We denounce that the Colombian energy expansion, which is projected to generate more than 74,000 
MW at the cost of sacrificing our rivers and streams, including thermoelectric projects and large scale 
renewable projects, is not destined to solve the needs of the people but the demands of the energy-
mining model, while a large part of the population still has no access due to the high energy rates. 
 
- We condemn and reject the ruling of the Constitutional Court that challenges popular consultations, 
and ignores the democratic and legitimate process of the people of the town of Cumaral who rejected 
oil projects in their territory. This ruling means a setback and contravenes the same Court Sentencia T-
445/16 ruling, as well as the recent Council of State ruling that determines that municipalities not only 
have the competition but the obligation to make popular consultations. The Council of State recognizes 
that consultations "are viable because they are an expression of participatory democracy". 
 
-  We demand reparation and truth for all the communities affected by the Pescadero - Ituango 
hydroelectric project. Hiding the truth by its promoters and consultants has led to the worsening of the 
social, economic and environmental crisis in the north, west and lower Antioquia region. We are 
committed to continue working so that Hidroituango is dismantled and its communities repaired. 
 
With a commitment to life, and against the imposition of the energy-mining dictatorship (as called out 
by some sectors), the Constitutional Court corporate capture, and taking into account the  
Intergovernmental Commission on Climate Change wake-up call about how close we are of a 
catastrophe that would extinguish life in the planet, we reaffirm our resistance and struggle against the 
extractivist model, by proposing to the nation an energy transition that promotes and guarantees: 
 
-Transformations in the centralized fossil fuel and mega hydroelectric based energy system, for a 
decentralized system that promotes renewable and autonomous energies, controlled  by the 
communities that defy current power relationships, guarantying relations that are more harmonious 
with nature. 
 
-Cultural transformations in the present energyvore society sustained by a mode of production, 
distribution and consumption that is destroying life on the planet. 
 
-A socially just, democratic, and decentralized system under the control of communities through 
cooperatives and non-profit companies, which respects workers rights, human rights, territorial rights, 
indigenous rights and nature rights. 
 
- The recognition of energy as a common good, instead of a commodity. 
 
- Labor guarantees for workers in the energy sector. 
 
- Democracy and participation of communities to decide for what, how and for whom is the energy. 
 



- The articulation of energetic sovereignty and autonomy, with food sovereignty and water justice. 
 
And that has as main proposals: 
 
-The creation by the State of a special energy fund towards scientific and technical research. 
-The recovery and total ownership by the State of ECOPETROL (National Colombia oil company), its 
decentralization and transformation into an energy company, as well as the transformation of the  
Colombian Oil Institute into the Colombian Energy Institute. 
-The recovery of local electricity companies and their turning over to municipalities. 
-The transformation of the fossil fuel dependent agro-industries, to achieve food sovereignty. 
-A public mining-energy policy subject to the fact that "water and food is first", therefore, it must 
recognize that water and food production is the basis of territorial ordering. 
-Renewable energies should be in hands of the communities, neighborhoods, social and community 
organizations, and municipalities. 
-An urban transition with processes of territorial reorganization in the cities, that reduce the needs of 
motorized transport, promote pedestrian and bicycle mobility, and provide easy access to services and  
modes of collective transport. 
-A mining-energy moratorium and the prohibition of aggressive techniques such as hydraulic fracturing 
in shales (fracking), onsite combustion, methane gas extraction associated with coal, exploitation of tar 
sands, among others. 
-The impulse of a National Commission on Dams to evaluate the development of the old and new 
dams, to adequately attend the victims of forced displacement due to the implementation of 
"development" projects, and to adopt effective solutions towards restitution and land distribution. 
 

We call for social, environmental and popular organizations to join us and work together in: 
 
- Strengthening social mobilization to defend mechanisms of citizen participation, such as popular 
consultations and municipal agreements, that decide locally on land use bypromoting autonomous 
popular consultations as an exercise of direct democracy 
-Encouraging a grand coalition to challenge the mining-energy model, that promotes a fair and 
dignified energy transition for the people. 
-Preparing the national civic-popular strike against the politics of dispossession and the mining-energy 
dictatorship that threatens the territories and humanity itself. 
-Greeting our sister organizations the Agrarian, Ethnic and Popular Summit - Cacep, the Mining-
Energy Social Table for Peace - MSMEA, the Movement of those affected by dams in Latin America – 
MAR,  and Cloc - Vía Campesina, we reaffirm our commitment to build other possible worlds, where 
solidarity, fraternity and unity make us strong. We welcome the Working Group of the Binding Treaty 
meeting this week in Geneva, we will continue to participate in the campaign to demand the ceasing of  
impunity for transnational companies. 
 
In Barrancabermeja, the rebellious city of Colombia, inspired by its historical worker and popular 
struggles, we conclude our II Meeting strengthened and united, satisfied by the learnings and advances, 
animated by the hope and solidarity received and expressed by the presence of social organizations, 
communities, guests, and the messages and financial support sent by national and international 
communities. All of this ratifies our understanding that they cannot delegitimize our fair struggles, nor 
the important work of our regional members. 
 
We closed our meeting to the rhythm of drums and popular dances,  with a mobilization that added to 



the continental day of indignation, that reminds us that on a day like today there is "nothing to 
celebrate", on the contrary, we denounce that after 526 years, the dispossession and genocide continues 
in our Abya Yala. 
 

Water for life, not for death! 
 
Let's raise our fist, let's raise our hand. Let the Latin American people rise! 
 
 
Original in Spanish 
https://defensaterritorios.wordpress.com/2018/10/14/declaracion-de-yuma/ 


